
SJABO Bio 

Name: Mike Duff 

Age: 27 

Years of Experience: 13 

Current NOCP Level: 3 

Current NABO Level: 5 

  

Mike started officiating in 2005 at the age of 12 in the Cowan Heights Youth Basketball League (CHYBL) 

under the guidance of Dr. Bill Redden and Kevin Fitzpatrick. 

Mike joined SJABO and NABO in 2007 where he was mentored in his early years by Fred Wakeham, 

Gerard Brien, Sam McNeish, Dave Colbert and others. Over the next 9 years, Mike was assigned to 

various minor and senior provincial championships. He particularly enjoyed getting to travel and 

officiate in Newfoundland’s Central Region with members of CNABO. He claims Terry Burton and Jimmie 

Mullett are two of the best “road-trip” officials that NABO has to offer. 

In 2016 Mike joined the Atlantic University Sports (AUS) Panel where he began officiating both Men’s 

and Women’s games at Memorial University. He learned from the likes of Jim Walsh, Jamey Jennings, 

Scott Critch, Craig Parsons and Alicia Bird. Mike recently finished his 4th season on the Panel and has 

attended the AUS Playoffs in Halifax, NS the past 2 seasons. 

In 2017 Mike was one of 6 Newfoundland officials who began working games in the National Basketball 

League of Canada (NBLC). This is one of his proudest accomplishments as an official as this was his first 

taste of officiating at the professional level, and allowed him to work with some of the best officials 

across the country. Mike continues to work for the NBLC as he recently finished his 3rd season, and was 

assigned to work multiple playoff games in 2019, including Game 4 of the NBLC Finals. 

Other recent assignments for Mike include the 2019 U17 Men’s Nationals in Fredericton, NB (CC of 

Bronze Medal game) and the 2020 CCAA Women’s Nationals in Nanaimo, BC (Cancelled). 



Favorite officiating moment – “The AUS Playoffs in 2019 and 2020 in Halifax, NS. The AUS does an 

amazing job putting off this event and the atmosphere throughout the weekend is electric. The level of 

play is considerably higher than during the regular season and demands that officials bring their best. I 

highly recommend that any official who is able to attend this event (whether to officiate or just 

spectate) should take advantage of the opportunity.” 

Favorite crew to officiate with – “Scott Critch and Craig Parsons, two of my biggest mentors. They always 

keep me on my toes, plus its fun to try and “keep up” with the old guys.” 

Favorite part of officiating – “Getting to meet and interact with players, coaches and most importantly – 

other officials! Whether it’s the local official doing grammar school games or the FIBA Licensed official 

working international assignments, each official brings their own unique aspect to the game and I enjoy 

working with each and every one of them. We’re in this together as officials, and the comradery 

between us is second to none!” 

Why should people get into officiating – “Officiating is an amazing way to stay involved with the game 

once your playing days are over. It’s taken me places that I couldn’t have imagined and allowed me to 

meet some truly incredible people. I’ve officiated some big games that most players never get to 

experience.” 

Advice to active officials – “Be willing to admit you’re wrong or that you’re not perfect. Showing humility 

will only help you in the long run.” 

 

 

 

 


